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II A theory ¢f the origin of che Tarot designs

o dabble

farot carcs mot through any desire t
as a by-product of his cencern

The griter became interested in

in the occuit or to peer into the future, but purely

with *he teaching of mathematics.
;he theory he propuses can be stated quite simply though the rovte by Wbl i

he urrived at it was long and roundabout. The theory is that the design and
tically on one or more of the

derziied composition of each card are based systema

well-known constellations. Thus the symbols and allegorical references on each

card relate specifically to an appropriate constellation or constellations.

Presumably the author of the original cards based the designs on the allegorical

figures drawn round the constellations as d-picted on in old star map.

It is not suggested that the designs have no significance othex than that of
providing represeuntations of the consteliations. ¥rom time immemorial men have been
fascinated and awed by the phenomena of the night sky and have imposed their

fantasies on the imagined outlines of the constellations; Hence in all civilisations

an extensive mythology has grown up avound fancied r enLlances to animale, gods *
and mythological herces, The Tarot pictures have a remarkable fascination because
the; embody archetypal ideas like the symbols of dreams., Jung 2 (1959)
believed that they are distantly descended from the archetypes of transformation,
Some such theory is necessary to account for “he survmval of this series of pictares
which have been reproduced in so many different, yet basically similar, versioms.
The richness and variety of their symbolism probahly accounts for thair popularity
for divination and fortune~telling. . :
The following account relates to the eaxrliest versions of the Tarot packs such
as the hand-painted cards in the British Museum or the printed versions of the early j
woodblock prints, Later packs deviate too much in detsil from the origiials. Also
it 1s necessary to compare the pictures wich the constellations on a good star map
in order-to appreciate the valldiuy of the correspondence, / .
The theory is claimed to be new in the sense that to the best of the vriter s ;
knowledge no one appears to have suggested that the designs on all the cards can be
accounted for in cetail by reference to constellations, Many writers have pointed
out features in cgmmon between some of the cards and Zodiacal signs, The recent
book by Douglas  (1972) entitled "The Taxot . The Grigin, Meaning and Uses cf the
Cards" discusses various speculative theories but makcs no veference *o euch a

comprehensive view anl the words 'cowatellaCIon' ﬁZodiac' do not even appear in the

'1ndex,




