Once these averse aspects of oursclves are isoleted we can
procced to do somaething aboutb t1 N, #irst t‘ov can be categor-
1ged on the dissccting table of AC intellect. This will rob
them of much of their subconscious force, ond for this purpose
we can use the classification of the Sephiroth, And then in
the final stage of our operation we can use the relevant

¢phirab in the hegling and rcu,llb“n ing process of that
which was found o be dlS~GS°LQ and out of balance,
To aid us in this classification we will tabulote the traditional
Vices and Virtues of cach Sephirah, together with the relcvany
Orders of the Qliphcth - dem ns, or “shells“, (literally the
grk or "shell™ of the Tree of Jlfc)
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utions assigned to it. In carlier Qabalistic texts it was

not considered as a Sephirah. The Virtues and Vices assigned
to it are sugzestive. Traditions vary according to the sources
of the various traditions, none should therefore be con31dc?ed
infallible or sacrosanct. Some are a little misleading at times
but usually only becausec they emphasise a particular facet of

a Sephirah, In short, traditional attributions should be used
?i.leads and pointers, not as limitations and concrete defin=-
itions, .

The Qliphothic Subjcctive Scphiroth

KETHER is essentially a Sephirah concerned with heads of things
and in our catalogue of vices and neurotic compulsions all
-difficulties to do with heads will -be relevant, Thus any auto-
matic resentment against authority, or the status quo, rebellion
for rebellion's sake, disloyalty, will be included, One of the
Virtues is Completion of the Greqt Work and this can be extended
to the completion of any project and so the vice will be any of
those concerned with incompletion, the refusal or inability to
take things to their conclusion, taking unjustified short cuts,
leaving things in the air, general irresponsibility, etc. Of
course a virtue aken to excess becomes a vice and so we can
also under the heading of Kether classify those vices which
stem from attainment too long held, such as resting upon one's
laurels, complacency, etc., as well as those vices which refuse
to rcecognise attainment in others or in the self, The latter
include an obsessive urge to be pionecring and initiating all
the time, never allowing any period for enjoying the fruits of
pzet labours -~ which is a sin in that it is a denial of rest to
the body and lower vehicles of the soul, This can only be self-
destructive for it denies the universal principle of rhythm

and organic growth, - . . . '

CHOXMAH again is concerned with obstructions against heads. The
level is slizhtly different though in that under Chokmah would
be categorised disloyalty to superiors, whereas the disloyaity
of Xether in its stricter sense is an attempt at usurpation,
wresting power for oneself, These matters apply at all levcels
of coursc, usurpation is not a thing confined to medieval-
politics of state, it occurs in the family, in the school, in
the office and factory - even in trivial circumstances on bus
or train, usurping another from his sett ete. The Qliphothic
atsribution of Hinderers indicates the morc lowly form of this
type of disloyalty, covering all things from overt sabotage Lo
wanton bureaucracy and non-cooperation, the conformity with the
letter of the law rather than interpretation of its spirit,

BINAH covers all vices of a2 secret, malevolent nature. Snobbery
and discrimination, especially "cutting dead" or '"sending to
Coventry" would be abuses of the Virtue, Also included would be
dumb insolence, concealed refusal to co-operate, turning a
blind eye to things as well as deliberate concealing of facts,
The Vice of avarice can be taken literally and also in its
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wider sense of lack of generosity and charity, again in
its wider sense of love, Silence and secrecy cre esscntially
soparatist and selfish bshaviour patterns, when abused, though

often disguised as discretion, "good taste", polite convention,
etTC, s

DAATH in its greatest vices has 0ll inhumanity. Its absolute
detaghment and perfection of justice Together with supreme
confidence in the fact that all will turn out right in the end
can give the most callous behaviour., "The end justifics the
neansy" is usually the reason given, Whenever anyone is hurt

or sccrificed "on a matter of principle" then in nine cases out
9f ten, the "principle" is the whitening on the sepulchre of
inhunmanity. The tragedy is that cven where this is realised by
the perpetrator the pride and isolating factors of Daath often
make him think that his case is the justified exception. More
often than not these things monifest in a passive way - being
apathetic to the plight of others (because it is their "karma"
or some similar "high" reason) or Jjust general inertia. How
nany have intended to respond to some appeal for charity, or
made a resclve to help someone in need, and then forgotten
about it? Also under the heading of Daath comes that form of
pridec so prevalent smong those attracted to occultism and :
religion, a spiritual pride that gives a Pharisaic exclusiveness,
self-righteousness and sectarianism, Also involved is lack of
faith, a fear of the future, which is often the root motivation
for lack of action even when circumstances obviously demand it.

CHESED has the Virtue of obedience in the sense of co-operation
with a social and spiritual code, the vices here relating would
thercfore be servile bechaviour, Uriah Heepishness, slavish
obcdicence to convention and rules of etiquette etc., as well as
the listed Vices of bigotry, hypocrisy, gluttony, tyranny and
so on, which are generally those associated with the successful
in any particular field and can be extended to include
patronising attitudes, genial contempt and other refinements as
well as an averse type of freemasony designed to keep all new
ideas or competitors out ~ a denial of the wholeness of socicty,
which in the name of a2 specious unity and brotherhood, is in
fact, as the Qliphothic title says, a breaking in pieces of the
social organism., "Carving up the market" might be a modern
commnercial phrase for it, and it hanpens at the most apparently
trivial levels, not only in plush lined Board rooms but also in
the organisation of office tea-breaks, or the cornering of that
speceial cut off the joint at the butchers and so on - in other
words, all favoritism and lack of fairness, }

GEBURAH has the Virtues of energy and courage and taken to excess
the vices relative to these would be foolhardiness and being busy
for the sake of being busy and all general fussiness., Also there
are the more obvious vices of cruelty and wanton dest?uction,
{destruction is not evil in itself), The QIEEEE?hig title,
Burners, is an apt description of the bad temper, irritability,
moodincas that can also be listed here, ;
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TIPEARETH has the Virtue of Devotion to the Great Work, which
can be applied to sny work in hand, whother vocat}onpl or nob.
Vices stemminz from a missopnlication of this would tacyefore be
an obsession with this work, including the one track plnded
hobbyist, the over-zealous officizl, the houseproud wife. All
indeed are inclined =t times to allow work inland to take on
undue proportions of imnortence. Mony a dinner has been left
getting cold whilc some touch is added to an odd job which
might quite e2sily weit, A part of this is pride and vainglory,
for an obscssion with whet one does is but one remove from an
obsession with whet one is. Pride and vainglory lead inevitably
to dispute, the title of the Qliphoth, a direct denial of the
essential harmony and besuty of Tiphareth.

NETZACH has the Virtue of unselfishness, which taken to excess
leads to a diffisuve kind of wantonness and promiscuity, on
social, svpiritusl or sexual levels, It is this diffusiveness that
is implied by the Qliphothic title of Dispersing Ravens and 8o
ell vaguencce s, lack of definition, of ambition, of drive, of
sensiblc limits to projects come into this category. The
traditional vices of unchastity and lust apply in their usually
accepted sense of the words but can also be extended from the
sexusl sphere to apply to all lack of purity or of wastcfpl
indulgence., Thus wc¢ can include herc, under unchastity, that
particular form of flobby-mindedness or lack of moral fibre that
leaves the person open to 2ll kinds of stray influences, whetier
from frieands eond relaztions or the more general environment such
as social position, fashion, public opinion or high pressure
sclling., As on abuse of the traditional Virtue, sentimentality
and nmuch of the excessive fussing of the compulsive "do-gooder"
could be included, and most who are attracted to occultism are

a prey to various vague ideals, vagucly held, absorbed
uncritically at verious points upon the Path, ;
HOD has the Rirly straightforward categorisation of truth or
untruth, There are, however, all manner of shadings inbetwecen
these two abstractions, The inability to tell a "white lie"

where occasion demands is certainly a vice stemming from a

virtue carried to excess, Some peowle are compulsive truth

tellers as others are compulsive liars; both conditions.need
redemption for where compulsiveness exists there is neurosis,

We should bewcre of looking at these things in black and white
terms, for by so doing it is very easy to dodge the real

personal iessue, Communication is closely bound up with these
natters of truth and untruth, end good communication is not common,
Apart from shyness, lack of facility at expression and so on,
therc is the common inability to pass on a message or a story
‘without some distortion, whether of omission of certein aspects,
or enbroidery and exageration of the facts., Thus fcw of us are
capable of ‘relaying, or even perceiving truth, even in its nmost s
mundane and conmonplace aspects of everyday happenings around us,

YESOD has the traditional Virtue of indcpendence and is, in'a
way, a lower analogue of Daath. This independence is more on a
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biological level than the spiritual context of Daath, though f
botg are of course inbtimately related, The independence thus i
nanifests as a false kind of self-reliance which cuts across ‘
Tthe family or the close social unit. In its most commonplace i
form it is sulking and moodincss, Idleness is bound up with it !
in that relations with others need some effort and we sometimes ;
cannot be bothered to make this effort, particularly with those

very close to us who have perhaps become overfamiliar. Thus we

are often ruder and worse behaved to those we love than to more

distant acquaintances, The independence can also take a more

ra§1031 forn, beinga refusal - for the wrong reasons - to form
relationships, whether as friends, or in marriage and family

comnitments, Independence can then lead to such substitutes as

onsnism or to other sexusl deviations of one kind and another.

The Qliphoth are known as the Obscene Ones - and this includes

the part in all of us who take a secret relish in the dirty Jjoke.

These things may be socially acceptable to a point, and may do

no great harm, but the term "dirty" joke is an accurate summation
of the situation. . : ;

MATKUTHE has the Virtue of discrimination and taken to excess this
discrimination can be so keen that it causes us to do nothing, it

leads to the Vices of inertia and avorice, an obsessive holding on

to things. In all this we have a denial of the cyclic and ever ~

changing pattern of life, which leads to people living dead lives,

pawns or puppets of convention snd habit, On analysis the degree

¥o which our lives are governed by these two factors can be quite
frightening, Habit and convention are useful aids to releasing

the mind and higher faculties from having to concentrate on ;
repetitive acts, but they cen usurp their function and be bad 1
masters, so that the nind and higher faculties bthemselves beccone

the slaves of routine and set ways of looking at things. This
crystallisation of 1ife into constricting mechanical forms is

what is meant by the Evil Woman, a kind of Frankenstein monster

that any of us can become 1if we do not live life to the full and
creatively. Remember, the sins of omission are as many, possibly

" more, and probably harder to detect, than the sins of commission,




